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Arnold had marched up the Kennebec River and
through the Maine wilderness with fifteen hundred
men, which were reduced to five hundred before they
came into action with Montgomery's much dwindled
force. The commander of Quebec repulsed them and
sent them flying southward as fast as the rigors of
the winter and the difficulties of the wilderness per-
mitted.

By the end of July, meanwhile, Washington had
brought something like order into the undisciplined
and untrained masses who formed his army, but now
another lack threatened him: a lack of gunpowder,
The cartridge boxes of his soldiers contained on an
average only nine charges of ball and gunpowder
apiece, hardly enough to engage in battle for more
than ten minutes. Washington sent an urgent appeal
to every town, and hearing that a ship at Bermuda had
a cargo of gunpowder, American ships were des-
patched thither to secure  it.   In such straits did
the army of the United Colonies go forth to  war.
By avoiding battles  and other causes for using
munitions, they not only kept their original sup-
ply, but added to it as fast as their appeals were
listened to, Washington kept his lines around Bos-
ton firm. In the autumn General Gage was replaced,
as British   Commander-in-Chief,  by  Sir William
Howe, whose brother Richard, Lord Howe, becamer 31, 1775.
